
~ FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

ON AUGUST 10, 2020 ~ 

SUMTER STEAM CHARTER (SSC) 

OFFICIALLY ESTABLISHES AS A SEPARATE 

ENTITY WITH CHANGES IN BOARD 

COMPOSITION & THE SCHOOL NAME 

A number of developments occurred at the regular monthly meeting of the Sumter STEAM Charter (SSC) Founding 

Board of Directors meeting on August 10. In attendance at the meeting included three representatives from the SC 

Public Charter School District: (newly appointed) Superintendent Chris Neely, Chief of Staff Taylor Fulcher, and 

Board Chairman John Payne. Architect Scott Collins also was in attendance to provide the board an overview of the 

proposed renovation plans for the newly acquired facility at 15 School Street for the school’s primary academy campus.   
 

The board received a wide variety of updates regarding its federal CSP grant, facility acquisition, email platform, and 

its temporary office space. As part of the executive session items, the board unanimously approved its first personnel 

report which included two actions. To coincide with the official one-year mark of Sumter STEAM Charter’s journey 

as well as Dr. Khalil Graham having officially began his work as the Founding Executive Director on August 1, Dr. 

Trevor Ivey now officially joins the school leadership team as its Founding Chief of Staff. Dr. Ivey left a distinguished 

career of 13 years with Sumter School District as both a teacher, school, and district administrator to serve as one of 

the founders on the school’s 11-member planning committee and led its incubation and authorization efforts. In moving 

forward, to eliminate any possible conflict of interest, Dr. Ivey resigned his seat from the Founding Board of Directors. 

According to Chairman Greg A. Thompson, “Dr. Ivey has exceeded all expectations and deliverables in his 

responsibilities this past year, and I look forward to the invaluable role he will continue to play to ensure a strong 

launch.” As official employees of SSC, salaries and benefits are provided by the school entity itself.   
 

Dr. Ivey reflected on the last year: “Having the opportunity to spend the last year re-imagining the future of schools in 

helping to lead the incubation efforts for Sumter’s first tuition-free public charter school has been a dream come true. 

In leaving my comfort zone in the public education world of 13 years, this has been the greatest honor of my career 

but has also been the single greatest professional challenge I have undertaken. I believe in the power of Mr. 

Thompson’s vision and the heart of the charter school’s mission to serve those in our community who have the most 

to gain – something I would characterize as a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to give back to a community that has 

given so much to me. The single greatest lesson I have learned over the last year is the importance for all students to 

have equitable access to a high quality education, and ‘all means all.’ I believe SSC has the potential to become the 

best local school, with a larger goal to contribute to the redefinition of what schools could become in the future.”   
 

Additionally, David Loadholt is also stepping down from the board. According to Chairman Thompson, “We have 

always known that there would be a few individuals that would only serve on the planning committee due to the 

invaluable expertise they brought to the table in helping to design the charter model. Now that we have formally 

transitioned to a board, Mr. Loadholt’s contributions will be more valuable to us as a consultant who primarily focuses 

on facilities & finance, further eliminating any conflict of interest. These two transitions, however, ensure continuity 

of the board’s initial planning committee.” SSC’s by-laws state that the number of board seats will either be seven or 

nine, being determined once the school year begins and formal elections for those seats being held in the spring 2021. 

The personnel report was unanimously approved by nine of the 11 directors, with Mr. Loadholt & Dr. Ivey abstaining. 
 

Separately, the board unanimously approved the school’s name be officially changed to Liberty STEAM Charter. 

According to Dr. Ivey, the board received 275 responses to its community feedback survey. Of those individuals, 98% 

agreed that a name change was necessary to reflect the rich legacy of the former Liberty Street Elementary School. 

Dr. Ivey will present a formal request to the SCPCSD Board at its August 13th meeting to amend its charter to reflect 

the name change. According to Chairman Thompson, “Not only does renaming the school to reflect the rich legacy of 

excellence and pride in the former Liberty Street Elementary School go to the heart of our mission, but it is the right 

thing to do. I am so proud of this board and the incredible progress we have made in the last year. Dr. Ivey further 

adds: “These exciting developments affirm this board’s collective and unyielding commitment to taking no shortcuts 

in creating an additional high-quality public education option for our community. To our supporting stakeholders: 

thank you and know that we cannot wait to begin to serve this community and our prospective families.” 
 

 Please direct questions to Dr. Trevor Ivey, Chief of Staff, via email at tivey@sumtersteamcharter.org. 
 


