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Future is bright

Entering 2021, the 
development of down-

town Sumter is looking 
brighter than it has before 
and involves numerous 
parts, pieces and people. 
Don’t they always say a 
team approach is best?

In early 2020, the down-
town area included about 
10 options for food, an up-
scale men’s clothing store, 
Prisma Health Tuomey Hos-
pital and a local boutique 
and gift store, among other 
businesses, and Sumter’s 
first brewery and tap room, 
Sumter Original Brewery, 
was coming online. In a 
major milestone as part of 
the city’s 30-year redevel-
opment plan for the area, a 
Hyatt Place hotel has served 

as an anchor in downtown’s 
central business district 
since 2018.

Fast forward to 2021, and 
one upscale men’s store 
(Grady Ervin and Co.) has 
replaced another (C. Antho-
ny’s Menswear) at 2 N. Main 
St., and the December 2020 
opening of a multi-mil-
lion-dollar renovated golf 
course less than four miles 
away is creating all sorts of 
buzz.

 
QUIXOTE CLUB BRINGS 
NEW LIFE TO GOLF 
COURSE NEAR  
DOWNTOWN

After brothers and busi-
ness partners Greg and 
Lewis Thompson purchased 
the former Sunset Country 

SUMTER WORKS
A L L  PA R T  O F  T H E  P L A N

BY BRUCE MILLS

The new Quixote Club golf course 
and other recent developments are 
leading to more success downtown.
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Quixote Club
Where: 1005 Golfcrest Road, 
Sumter, SC 29154
Phone: (803) 775-5541
Web: quixoteclub.com
PHOTOS BY PAUL TOMLINSON / WAXED DESIGNS
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Club in 2019, a vision was born to create an elite golf club 
with a philanthropic mission. The new club’s mission is to 
support ongoing, high-quality, free public education in 
the form of Liberty STEAM Charter School, Sumter’s first 
public charter school, set to open its doors in August. The 
club’s new name comes from “Don Quixote,” the Spanish 
novel from the early 1600s with an emphasis on knight-
hood.

According to Eric Pedersen, Quixote’s head golf profes-
sional and membership director, a golf course becomes 
an elite club with “white glove service” and “by making 
the experience a memorable one from the beginning 
until the end of your round.”

Doing the “little things,” like getting members’ clubs, 
loading their bags and washing their clubs down after 
their round, are important for generating a common 
bond with members and guests and making them feel 
comfortable.

Adding beautifications to holes and penal areas, such 
as sand, also contribute to an elite course, he said.

An elite course and the club’s mission to support the 
public charter school – located in economically de-
pressed south Sumter – help give Quixote Club regional 
and national appeal for membership, Pedersen said.

And when traveling to Sumter to visit the course, many 
of those members will stay at the Hyatt, spend money at 
restaurants they can walk to and be potential customers 
at Grady Ervin, located next door to the hotel.

Quixote has two categories in national members, who 
live outside a 75-mile radius of Sumter, and local mem-
bers.

“We will get them back and forth to the golf course, and 
they will see Sumter as a place for them to go for a retreat 
for 12 people or so or other ideas,” he said.

Jay Davis, broker-in-charge of Coldwell Banker Com-
mercial Cornerstone located upstairs from Grady Ervin, 
added that the golf course is helping with development 
downtown.

“So, that's got some positive energy going, too,” he 
said, “that’s helping with higher-end stores trying to lo-
cate in downtown.”

A BLUEPRINT IN ATLANTA
Quixote Club is following a model first started in the 

late 1990s when a few philanthropists started the work 
of transforming one of Atlanta’s most troubled neighbor-
hoods, the East Lake community, and creating a place 
where people of all ages and incomes now choose to 
live. 

Initially, East Lake started with a complete renovation 
of a dilapidated golf course – East Lake Golf Club – and 
through the support of a foundation, a public charter 
school with a high education platform was built next to it. 
Now, 20 years later, it’s a model of urban renewal. 

Greg Thompson is also the founding board chairman of 
Liberty STEAM Charter, and its primary school is 2.8 miles 
away from the course.

“The golf course at East Lake was in complete disre-
pair,” Thompson said. “The facts are eerily similar.”

Drew Charter School opened in 2000 as Atlanta’s first 

public charter school in the high-poverty East Lake com-
munity.

Today, it's a high-performing school in Atlanta with 
graduates becoming success stories in all walks of life, 
Thompson said.

The success of the East Lake initiative has served as a 
national model of holistic community revitalization for 
27 other sites across the country with the assistance of a 
community network organization, Purpose Built Commu-
nities.

A LOCAL MOVEMENT
A goal for Quixote is to retain local members from the 

former Sunset Country Club and also add local members.
“There have been numerous people who have joined 

this club for the mission of Liberty STEAM Charter 
School,” Pedersen said. “Many are joining the golf club 
who have no idea even how to hit a golf ball. But, they 
want to learn how to hit a golf ball and to play and enjoy 
the concept of the club and the school.”

The cost to join is $7,500 with $2,500 going directly to 
the charter school. All members are called “champions.”

CITY’S HELP IS KEY
Everyone associated with the redevelopment of down-

town will also tell you the City of Sumter’s help has been 
critical. Physical infrastructure, public safety, parks and 
similar efforts by municipalities – provided via local tax 
dollars – are sometimes overlooked when new private 
projects come online.

“Whatever it takes, the city is a partner in what’s going 
on downtown, without a doubt,” Coldwell Banker’s Davis 
said. “Elected officials and city administrators were work-
ing on this vision years before it ever happened.”
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Grady Ervin & Co.
Where: 2 N. Main St., Sumter, SC 29150
Hours: Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Phone: (803) 774-2447

Sumter/Downtown
(803) 774-8100
hyattplace.com

18 N Main St - Sumter, SC

- 93 Guest Rooms

- 24/7 Dining

- Free WiFi

- 2 Meeting Rooms

- Outdoor Pool

Sumter/Downtown 
(803) 774-8100 
hyattplace.com

18 N Main St - Sumter, SC

- 93 Guest Rooms

- 24/7 Dining

- Free WiFi

- 2 Meeting Rooms

- Outdoor Pool

Sumter/Downtown

18 N. Main St. 
 Sumter, SC

(803) 774-8100 • hyattplace.com

-93 Guest Rooms
- 24/ 7 Dining
- Free WiFi
-2 Meeting Rooms
- Outdoor Heated
   Pool 

WELCOME TO A 

different 
PLACE

A Fourth Fridays concert is held on Main Street  
pre-COVID-19. Photo by Micah Green.


