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Liberty 

Charter

BY BRUCE MILLS

This year represents newness in educa-
tion.

In 2020, Liberty STEAM Charter School 
went from just a concept to implementa-
tion. First, in April, Liberty was approved 
by its authorizer, the S.C. Public Charter 
School District, to begin operations this 
fall. The charter’s senior leadership team 
went from a single person to four em-
ployees by year’s end with the addition 
of a founding executive director, Khalil 
Graham; director of advocacy and en-
gagement, Latasha Carter; and managing 
director of operations, Luna Velez.

Now, Sumter’s first-ever public charter 
school will open its doors in August to its 
founding two classes, a kindergarten and 
first grade.

The founding primary academy’s lead-
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ership team also was formed 
with three hires: a founding di-
rector (or principal) in Sherman 
Logan, an instructional coach 
in Tanya Peckham and a lead 
teacher for STEAM enrichment, 
Sally Harris, who will also serve 
as a Liberty Leader Fellow. In her 
role, Harris will also help lead 
the launch of the Liberty Ele-
mentary Academy in Fall 2023.

After state approval, the U.S. 
Department of Education’s 
Public Charter Schools Program 
awarded Liberty an $800,090 
start-up grant in May 2020 that 
helped build momentum. The 
federal funding is being spent in 
the charter’s planning year, the 
first year of school operations 
and year two of its launch.

Even in the pandemic, Liberty 
staff and its board of directors 
reached out to the community 
last year to build interest in the 
public charter school with 77 re-
cruitment events, which included 
59 family preview sessions and 
numerous community/neigh-
borhood canvassing events 
throughout the City of Sumter 
and Sumter County. Each family 
preview session was limited in 
attendance due to COVID-19 
safety protocols, and some ses-
sions were held virtually.

By the time of its inaugural en-
rollment lottery in early Decem-
ber 2020, Liberty had 208 stu-
dent applications for 144 seats, 

which are split evenly between 
kindergarten and first grade.

Founding board member 
Cammy Chandler might have 
summed up the year of plan-
ning, commitment and work 
best on the night of the lottery.

Chandler burst out in cheer 
when she discovered that a boy 
whom she had met a few weeks 
earlier at a local neighborhood 
canvassing event had been 
selected in the lottery for the 
founding class.

Sincere Rouse will begin as a 
kindergartner this fall.

“I was quite touched by Sin-
cere and hoping that this would 
all work out for him, and then to 
see his name up there was very 
gratifying,” Chandler said. “He 
was so inquisitive, very bright 
and so anxious to know about 
the school. So, I think he is going 
to be a bright, shining star for us, 
and he truly embodies what we 
hope for our future scholars.” 

Board Chairman Greg Thomp-
son spearheaded the school’s 
creation last year to provide 
more choices for parents in 
Sumter and provide all students 
equal access to a world-class 
K-12 education.

“I am just thrilled to see our 
staff and team come together 
around this mission that the 
board created,” Thompson said. 
“When you subordinate yourself 
to a real, worthy goal, then all of 

the other things that seem to get 
in the way of high-performing 
people goes away.”

Liberty is a tuition-free, 
open-enrollment public charter 
school with no admission or test-
ing requirements. The charter’s 
planned opening to students is 
scheduled for the first week of 
August. Liberty plans are to add 
one grade per year until it's a 
K-12 school.

A GROWING 
TREND

Total public charter school 
enrollment in S.C. by year
2009-10: About 13,000
2019-20: 39,097
Source: S.C. Department of Education

LEARN MORE:

www.libertysteamcharter.org

Liberty STEAM Charter School holds its inaugural admission lottery in December 2020. Photos provided by Liberty STEAM Charter. 


