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Liberty STEAM Charter Receives Pledged Donation From Sumter Charitable Trust 

 

SUMTER, S.C. (Jan. 8, 2021) – Liberty STEAM Charter (LSC) has received a pledged donation from the 

Williams-Brice-Edwards Charitable Trust totaling $1 million to support future capital improvement projects. 

 

The pledged amount of financial support will be allocated in phases over the next three years to LSC to be used 

for capital improvement projects. Frank O. Edwards, chairman of the Williams-Brice-Edwards Charitable Trust, 

presented an initial check in the amount of $350,000 to the LSC Senior Leadership Team on December 21, 2020. 

The Williams-Brice-Edwards Charitable Trust expressed commitment to pay the remaining balance of $650,000 

in two annual equal installments in fiscal years 2022 and 2023, respectively. “This significant investment will 

help us to grow into the transformational educational experience that we seek to provide to our scholars and their 

families and we are truly appreciative of this affirmation,” stated Dr. Khalil Graham, LSC executive director. 

 

The Williams-Brice-Edwards Charitable Trust, a designated non-profit with 501c3 status, is a private foundation 

based in Sumter that was granted charitable status in 1988 and provides philanthropic investments to charitable 

causes within the community to include education. Chairman Edwards affirmed that this donation recognizes the 

vision set forth by Greg A. Thompson, LSC Board Chairman, for growth and commitment to underserved students 

in the Sumter community by providing an alternative high-quality public education option. “It is my sincere hope 

that this contribution will spur further support by other like-minded individuals and organizations across Sumter 

who wish to see better outcomes for our community’s most precious resource – the children,” stated Chairman 

Edwards. In response, Chairman Thompson says that he is “extremely proud and humbled by this recognition of 

validation for a shared vision of redefining excellence in Sumter’s public education system. This is a testament 

to the growing momentum created by the school’s founding board of directors, school leaders, scholars and their 

families, and to the Sumter community that continues to show up for us daily and in a variety of ways.”  

“When we first set out to turn Greg A. Thompson’s vision into reality nearly two years ago, we coalesced around 

a clear-cut mission to do better for all children – and all means all – to providing equal access to a world-class K-

12 public education in an academically rigorous and student centered learning environment, creating graduates 

who will be thoughtful and engaged citizens prepared to take on the leadership challenges of the 21st century,” 

according to Dr. Trevor Ivey. “Our expectation at LSC is that every scholar we have the privilege of serving will 

be adequately prepared for college or career, and this guides the academic experience, culture, and the way we 

think about what is actually possible for children when potential meets opportunity and we are extremely excited 

that this well-respected charitable trust sees the potential in us that we see in ourselves.” 

About Liberty STEAM Charter: Established in 2020, Liberty STEAM Charter is the first tuition-free public 

charter school in Sumter County. We will offer a kindergarten through 12th-grade STEAM-focused, project-

based and personalized learning model that is innovative and unlike any other school in South Carolina. We are 

currently growing to accommodate 1,500 scholars amongst four distinguished academies. 
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