
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact: Trevor Ivey, Chief of Staff 

803-36-7849 ~ tivey@libertysteamcharter.org 

 

Liberty STEAM Charter Added to the Charter School Growth Fund Portfolio 

 

SUMTER, S.C. (June 14, 2021) – LSC is the newest public charter school to be added to the Charter School 

Growth Fund (CSGF) and has pledged an undisclosed amount of financial support over the next three years to 

the school with an initial six figure amount to be given to the school next month.  

 

According to Dr. Khalil Graham, “our team is incredibly honored and excited to receive this generous financial 

award from the Charter School Growth Fund that will serve as a critical resource in ensuring we have a strong 

launch for Sumter’s first tuition-free, open-enrollment public charter school.” Chairman Greg A. Thompson of 

the Founding Board of Directors says that this significant financial contribution is a vote of confidence from a 

nationally renowned philanthropic group that validates the efforts to build a high-quality public education system 

right here in Sumter are off to a strong start.” This funding will be used for the initial implementation of LSC and 

refinement of its educational programming to include professional development among other things.  

 

CSGF is a national nonprofit that identifies the nation’s best public charter schools, funds their expansion over 

multiple years, and helps to increase their impact. This grant recognizes the vision for growth and commitment 

to underserved students in a community with limited access to high-quality public education options. Independent 

studies have shown that schools selected to receive support from CSGF have significant gains on student learning. 

A 2017 study from the Center for Research on Education Outcomes at Stanford University found that students at 

schools that receive CSGF funding gain, on average, the equivalent of four additional months of learning in math 

and three additional months of learning in reading each year. To date, CSGF has funded 1,200 schools that serve 

530,000 in 31 states. LSC represents only the second time the organization has invested in South Carolina.  

Dr. Latasha Carter, Director of Advocacy & Engagement, adds that “this is a testament to the work of the original 

charter planning committee, the founding team of leaders, teachers, scholars & their families, as well as the 

Sumter community who continues to show up for us in a multitude of ways.”  

 

 

About Liberty STEAM Charter: Authorized by the SC Public Charter School District in 2020, Liberty STEAM 

Charter is the first tuition-free public charter school in Sumter County. We will offer a kindergarten through 12th-

grade STEAM-focused, project-based and personalized learning model that is innovative and unlike any other 

school in South Carolina. We are currently growing to accommodate 1,500 scholars amongst four distinguished 

academies. 
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